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should afford assistance * to the more extended and systematic promotion of general education in India/ and addressed 'the Govenior-General-in-Council in a memorable dispatch which sketched in outline a complete scheme of public education, controlled and aided, and in part directly managed, by the state. The principles then kid down were reaffirmed in 1859 aftfir 'he transfer of the administration to the Crown, and still guide, in the main, the efforts of the Government for the better education of the people. The dispatch of 1854 prescribed the constitution in each Province of a separate department of Public Instruction; the institution of Universities at the Presidency towns ; the establishment of institutions for training teachers for all classes of schools; the maintenance of the existing Government colleges and high schools, and the increase of their number when necessary; the establishment of new schools between the elementary and high schools; the multiplication and improvement of vernacular schools, indigenous and other, for elementary education ; and the introduction of a system of grants-in-aid of schools maintained by private persons or bodies. The attention of the (lovernment was to be specially directed to placing the means of acquiring useful and practical knowledge within the reach of the great mass of the people, 'who are utterly incapable of obtaining any education worthy of the name by their own unaided efforts/ English, which wan to be taught where there was a demand for it, was to be the medium of instruction in f tbe higher branches, and the vernacular languages in the lower.
In spite of the dark days which followed close on tbe Later dispatch of 1854, the Government in India at ouce *ook vigorous action on the instructions of the Court of Directors, and $ great impetus was given to all forms of educational activity. The progress up to the present time is illustrated by the table at the end of this chapter* The table refers only to institutions which are classed as * public * in the educational statistics. * Public* institutions include al! those which are managed or aided by the state or by local or municipal bodies, or which, although they receive no grant of public money, are recognized by the Education department at institutions which may send up candidates for Government scholarship and certificate examinations, and which may receive Government scholars. Institutions and pupils are in the table under the primary, secondary, and Primary education may be roughly described